
 
Archer Academy Year 8 Reading List 

 

  

Encompassing a grand sweep of human history, A History of the World in 
100 Objects begins with one of the earliest surviving objects made by 
human hands, a chopping tool from the Olduvai gorge in Africa, and ends 
with objects which characterise the world we live in today. 

 

It's not the taking part, it's the winning that counts for Patina! Patty, as 
she's known to her friends and family, has lost a lot in her life - her dad 
died when she was young, her mum has lost her legs and now she has to 
live with her uncle and his wife. On top of that Patty has to go to the 
poshest school that ever existed. Now her running team has become a 
relay team and independent "I can do everything by myself" Patty has to 
work with her team mates to win. 

 

Twelve-year-old Nick is a football-mad boy who absolutely hates books. 
In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel The Crossover, football, 
family, love, and friendship take centre stage as Nick tries to figure out 
how to navigate his parents’ break-up, stand up to bullies, and impress 
the girl of his dreams.  

 

Amber is trapped - by her father's rules, by his expectations, by her own 
fears. Now she's ready to fight - for her mother, for her sister, for herself, 
but freedom comes at a price. Run, Rebel is a trailblazing verse novel, 
perfect for fans of Sarah Crossan. Winner of the Carnegie Shadowers’ 
Choice Award. 

 

A lively introduction to business, whether you want to be an entrepreneur 
or a smarter consumer. With bright, infographic pictures, it describes how 
to start your own business, manage your money and beat the competition 
and explains global supply chains and interest rates. Includes links to 
websites to find out more. 

 

A vital and timely book exploring what it means to stand up for what you 
believe in on both a public and personal level. Coryton explores how to 
make sure your voice is heard as well as what happens when your voice 
is challenged by others. 



 

 

 

To aid his recovery from a life-threatening illness Jordan and his family 
move out of the city for a healthy new start. Jordan's getting enough funny 
looks as the new boy at school as it is, without his Mum giving him 
homemade soup every day for lunch! But when Jordan meets a homeless 
man called Harry, and gives him the soup, it is the start of an unlikely 
friendship. Soon the two of them begin giving soup to the other homeless 
people around town and when his sister shares their antics on Instagram 
the #SOUPMOVEMENT begins-they even make it on the news! 

 

Compiled by Amnesty International, this collection of stories brings 
together works by some of the most respected authors of young adult 
fiction. Did you know that ... government spies can turn on your phone 
and use the microphone to listen to your conversations? ... that lesbian 
and gay relationships are illegal in 78 countries and can be punished by 
death? ... that Amnesty recently recorded the highest number of 
executions globally for more than 25 years? Through short stories and 
poetry, twenty-five leading authors and illustrators explore the top human 
rights issues facing young people today. 

 

This graphic novel is a vivid first-hand account of John Lewis' lifelong 
struggle for civil and human rights. His commitment to justice and 
nonviolence has taken him from an Alabama sharecropper's farm to the 
halls of Congress, from a segregated schoolroom to the 1963 March on 
Washington, and from receiving beatings from state troopers to receiving 
the Medal of Freedom from the first African-American president. 


